
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF SUSSEX 
HELD AT THE SUSSEX MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

2 MAIN STREET, SUSSEX, NJ 
MAY 2, 2017 

 
Mayor Little called the meeting to order and requested the clerk to call the roll. Upon roll call, the 
following members of the Governing Body were present: Mr. Walter Cleary, III, Mr. Frank Dykstra, 
Mr. Robert Holowach, Mrs. Linda Masson, Mr. Mario Poggi, and Mayor Katherine Little.  
 
Absent: Mr. Edward Meyer 
 
Also present: Borough Attorney Mr. Frank McGovern, Esq. of McGovern and Roseman, P.A., Mr. 
Michael Restel, Municipal Administrator and Mrs. Antoinette Smith, Acting Municipal Clerk. 
 
Mayor Little led the assembly in the flag salute and requested a moment of silence. 
 
Mayor Little stated “This meeting is being held in compliance with the provisions of the Open Public 
Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. It has been properly advertised and certified by the Clerk.” 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Mr. Poggi made a motion to approve the agenda for May 2, 2017 as submitted.  
Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach. 
 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to amend the agenda to add an open public session after the budget 
presentation, strictly for comments regarding the budget presentation. Motion seconded by Mr. 
Cleary. 
 
Upon roll call vote to amend: 
Ayes: Cleary, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Poggi 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Meyer 
 
Upon roll call vote as amended: 
Ayes: Cleary, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Poggi 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Meyer 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mr. Robert Mooney, Interim Superintendent of Sussex Wantage School, and Christina Riker, Business 
Administrator of Sussex Wantage School, gave a presentation regarding their 2017- 2018 school year 
budget. Mr. Mooney and Ms. Riker gave an overview of the budget and the capital projects planned. 
 
Mr. Cleary asked if it was necessary to create redundancy for the boilers. He stated that perhaps an 
emergency boiler could be rented. Mr. Mooney stated he feels this is the most efficient way to handle 
the situation.  
 
Mrs. Masson stated that she would like to go over some key information regarding the school. 
Enrollment has gone down 40% over the past ten years, the cost of educating the student has nearly 
doubled. The surplus is $4.7 million per your auditor at the January 25th meeting. The work to be done 
in your capital projects totals $1,049,500. Your overall staff has increased over the last ten years. Mrs. 
Masson asked Mr. Mooney to verify that fact. Mr. Mooney replied he wasn’t employed in the Sussex 
Wantage School system ten years ago and did not know what the staff numbers were. Mrs. Masson 
asked how much staff is being reduced. Mr. Mooney replied 4 full time employees are cut for this year 
and the equivalent of 7 more full time employees through the reduction of aides. Mr. Mooney stated 
there are issues with some of the students having little to no education before starting kindergarten 
which requires aides in the classroom. Mrs. Masson stated she felt that perhaps instead of bringing in 
extra professionals at the expense of the tax payers, they should have half-day kindergarten or have 
some of  the students wait another year before enrolling as it seems they are just not ready to go to 
kindergarten. Mr. Mooney stated he feels 5 years old is a good time to start school. In many areas, this 
one included, many children have had a year or two of preschool which gives them a tremendous 
advantage upon beginning school. Some parents, for various reasons, do not get a chance to prepare 
the children for school. This year we have put one of the basic skills teachers with these students who 
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are either developmentally delayed or empirically denied and the results have been extremely positive. 
Mrs. Masson stated that the 2% increase in budget that the state allows should be for schools 
maintaining their enrollment or growing. She stated she would not expect a school that has lost 40% of 
their enrollment to require 2%. Mrs. Masson also stated that a study should be done to see if services 
and staffing could be shared between the three schools as she feels the cuts are not reflective of the 
decrease in student population. In addition, Mrs. Masson commented on the air conditioners mentioned 
at the prior school meeting. Mr. Mooney stated they are investing in room air conditioners that are 
substantially less expensive than a central system. Mrs. Masson stated that in times such as these she 
would expect to see only repairs and improvements that were absolutely necessary. We have the 
parents of these children losing their homes. We have businesses having to leave town. Mrs. Masson 
stated she feels there is a total disconnect between the Sussex Wantage School and the community. 
She also stated she has said before, we want the best education that we can afford and we cannot 
afford what is going on in our schools. Mrs. Masson also has a concern that we have been paying for 
students that do not live in the Borough of Sussex. Mrs. Masson feels every school district should audit 
the addresses they are being taxed for. No taxes should be paid to the schools until this is done. “We 
have to be in a partnership, I don’t know how many tax dollars we have paid that we shouldn’t have.” 
Mrs. Masson feels this budget is a slap in the face to our tax payers and does not reflect the times we 
are living in. Mr. Mooney respectfully agreed to disagree. Mrs. Masson asked if there had been a study 
to see if we can consolidate to two schools rather than three. Mr. Mooney said it would be irresponsible 
to do so. Mrs. Masson asked about the classroom size. Mr. Mooney said on average 20 or less 
students per class.  
Mr. Poggi asked if they intended to rip all the existing seats out of the auditorium and if the seats were 
original to 1932. Mr. Mooney stated they are removing all the seats, but he does not know if they are 
from 1932. Mr. Poggi stated if they are original seats he would like to display a few in the meeting room. 
Mr. Mooney said that would be absolutely no problem. 
 
Mr. Dykstra stated he feels when the residents lost their right to vote on the school budget that’s when 
things got out of control. He also stated that he did not think the budgets would pass if they had to go to 
the public to be voted on. 
 
Mr. Holowach asked Mr. Mooney if they would be able to reconcile the students that were actual 
residents of the Borough if we were to give them a listing of the street names and number ranges that 
were within the Borough. Mr. Mooney stated that could be done, and when asked if it would be a 
difficult process, said he felt it would not be a monumental task. Mr. Holowach asked if we could be 
updated on this process.  
 
Mrs. Masson stated she feels very strongly that the municipality should have to review that information 
before they pay the taxes.  She feels as elected officials we should be over-seeing things for the 
taxpayers. 
 
Mayor Little stated she feels more and more control is taken away from the municipality. She stated 
those of us who live here know the boundaries and when students perhaps leave or come in. Mayor 
Little stated she feels our municipality is being denied the right to check on the list and make sure it is 
correct for our taxpayers.  
 
Mr. Poggi asked what the cost per pupil is. Ms. Riker said it isn’t broken up that way, the Borough funds 
approximately 11% of the total cost per pupil. Mr. Dykstra asked how many Sussex Borough students 
are enrolled for this year. Ms. Riker stated the total enrollment this year is 220 students. Enrollment for 
2016-2017 was 193 students. Mrs. Masson asked if the 8 students that has addresses that were not in 
Sussex Borough were included in that number. Mr. Mooney stated they will be looking into that matter. 
Mrs. Masson asked if they would be looking into it for prior years, which she feels should be done. 
 
Mayor Little opened the discussion to the public, with a limit of 10 minutes to speak. 
 
Open Public Session for Budget presentation 
 
Bill Gettler, 98 Gemmer Road, Wantage, NJ.  
 
Mr. Gettler voiced concerns over the budget not reflecting the enrollment decline and agreed with the 
need for an audit of student addresses.  
 
Diane Snure – Wantage, NJ. 
 
Ms. Snure voiced concerns over the school budget, particularly the boiler expenditure and employee 
benefits.   
 
Michael Brennan, 27 Walnut Street, Sussex, NJ.   
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Mr. Brennan voiced concerns over the Borough having financial issues. 
Pam Flynn, 19 Grove Street, Sussex, NJ. 
 
Ms. Flynn stated she felt the air conditioning was important due to the effect of the heat on children with 
asthma and allergies. 
 
Bill Gettler, 98 Gemmer Road, Wantage, NJ. 
 
Mr. Gettler gave information on the assessment and tax cost for Sussex Borough and Wantage 
Township citing the ratio for each municipality.  
 

DISCUSSION 
 

There was no discussion scheduled. 
 
COMMITTEE & LIAISON REPORTS: Mayor Little opened the floor to each member of the Council 
to offer their respective committee reports.  
 
Mr. Poggi stated the recreation committee will meet next Wednesday. The theater’s 100th 
anniversary banner has been hung thanks to Steve Lawler and Mike Stipo. Mr. Poggi also stated 
he had a 100th anniversary plaque made from Mr. Loccannelli’s store on Main Street which will 
hang inside the theater. He also stated we have an addition to the gallery in the meeting room, an 
original 1860’s map from his personal collection for all to enjoy.  
 
Mr. Cleary stated he reviewed the bills and there was, not an issue, but a question regarding the 
servicing of the boiler at the DPW garage. He and the Mayor will discuss it with Mike Restel. Mr. 
Cleary also attended the SCMUA meeting. The Hampton Commons were discussed, they had a 
leakage issue that was checked by video camera and four sections were found to be leaking. They 
also had the Paulinskill Facilities Operations, 176 inspected and connected. Mr. Cleary stated they 
said they had a lot of over time because of the rain we had. They discussed ways to cut the 
overtime but it will continue until the water gets to a safe level. Mr. Cleary also stated they had an 
Earth Day event planned for over 300 students, there were vendors on hand to answer questions 
and provide information. Additional discussion on the landfill life extension project, the topsoil is 
stripped and they have stock piled rock and have a contractor who has agreed to crush the rock. 
The discussion also included moving the recycling center for the public so the rock can be 
distributed.  
 
Mrs. Masson stated she attended a meeting on April 19th with Congressman Gottheimer. He spoke 
about bringing grant money to Sussex and Warren Counties. He urged elected officials to reach 
out to his office. There is one staff member dedicated just to grants and he would like to hear from 
each municipality.  Also in attendance at the meeting was the head of homeland security from New 
Jersey, who spoke of other grant money but it was solely for non-profit organization. Mrs. Masson 
asked if there was any grant money available for our water treatment plant, to which he responded 
there is not.  Janice Rega from the USDA, representing Ken Drews, also attended the meeting. 
Ms. Rega spoke about federal money which is available for small communities of low income. She 
mentioned they were able to help Branchville Borough with their sewer project. Mrs. Masson asked 
if there were any grant only opportunities available (as opposed to a grant/loan situation) and Ms. 
Rega replied that there are. Ms. Rega added that they were mostly for fire rescue type grants. Mrs. 
Masson followed up with a telephone call to Ms. Rega and she reiterated most of the grant only 
opportunities were for fire and rescue assistance in the amount of $50,000 or less, but there is a lot 
of competition for these grants. Ms. Rega also stated there are grants for small projects based on 
median income and population. There are also grants available to seniors for SCMUA hookup fees 
of $7,000 if they meet the income requirements.  Ms. Rega also stated that the new administration 
may have some new initiatives out there and that we should continue to reach out periodically. 
Mrs. Masson stated on April 25th she attended the High Point Regional High School budget 
meeting and also the Sussex Wantage budget meeting on April 26th. Mrs. Masson stated the Grant 
Committee will be meeting on Thursday May 4th at 10:00am. Steve (Welsh) submitted the April 
report today.  Mayor Little asked if the grant representative from Congressman Gottheimer’s office 
was Jake Briggs. Mayor Little stated she met him at the Mayor’s meeting she had attended and he 
asked to be kept informed on all of our grant projects. Mrs. Masson confirmed that Mr. Briggs was 
the contact person and we could also get letters from the Congressman’s office from when 
applying for the grants. 
 
Mr. Dykstra offered no report at this time. 
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Mr. Holowach stated for DPW leaf and brush pick up has begun. They repaired a storm drain on 
Elizabeth Avenue, the curbing still needs to be repaired. There was a sewer back up at the Board 
of Education building which wound up being a repair they were responsible for. Water meter 
readings and shut offs were done. Five curb boxes were replaced or repaired. They also began 
patching pot holes today. In addition, the fire hydrant replacement on Highland Avenue, which 
resulted in a main water line break, due to the age and type of the pipe (circa 1955). This repair 
resulted in an injury to one of our DPW workers.  
 
Mayor Little offered no report at this time. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
  
Mayor Little requested that the Governing Body review the consent agenda.  If any member of the 
Council desires an item to be removed, the Municipal Clerk shall remove said item, which will then 
be considered separately. 
 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to approve the consent agenda of May 2, 2017. Motion seconded by 
Mr. Holowach. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE (ACCEPTANCE, FOR FILING ONLY, OF THE FOLLOWING):  
 
 
REPORTS (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Sussex County Water Quality Management Policy Advisory Committee Minutes for      
January 12, 2017 are available on the Sussex County website and at the Sussex Borough 
Municipal Building. 

2. Solid Waste Advisory Council Committee Minutes for December 13, 2016 are available on 
the Sussex County website and at the Sussex Borough Municipal Building. 

3. Delinquent Utility Properties report as of April 28, 2017. 
4. Unpaid Utility Properties report as of April 28, 2017. 
5. Water Shut Off report as of April 28, 2017. 

 
 

APPLICATIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

 
RESOLUTIONS: (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
 

1. Payment of bills for the meeting of May 2, 2017. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Cleary, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Poggi 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Meyer 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #1 
  
Mrs. Masson made a motion to open the meeting to the public for any questions or comments 
concerning items on the agenda for which no public discussion is provided. All comments should 
be directed to the Mayor and are limited to a total of 10 minutes for the Council to discuss. Motion 
seconded by Mr. Cleary.  
 
All were in favor. 
 
There being no one present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. Dykstra made a 
motion to close the meeting to the public. Motion seconded by Mr. Poggi.  
 
All were in favor.  
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
There was no old business discussed at this time. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
Mr. Dykstra made a motion to approve the revised meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting and 
Executive Session held on April 18, 2017. Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Cleary, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Poggi 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Meyer  
 
Resolution 2017-89R – Second Quarter 2017 Water/Sewer Adjustments 
 

Mrs. Masson made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-89R approving the Water/Sewer Collector’s 
adjustments for the second quarter 2017. Motion seconded by Mr. Dykstra. 
 

Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Cleary, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Poggi 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Meyer 
 
Resolution 2017-90R - Authorizing the Borough of Sussex to Submit an Eligibility 
Determination and Funding Application to the United States Department of Agriculture - 
Rural Development Administration for the Lake Rutherford Water Line Installation Project 
 
Mr. Dykstra made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-90R authorizing the Borough of Sussex to 
submit an eligibility determination and funding application to the United States Department of 
Agriculture - Rural Development Administration for the Lake Rutherford water line installation 
project. Motion seconded by Mr. Poggi. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Cleary, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Poggi 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Meyer 

 
Resolution 2017-91R – Authorizing the Award of a Contract for Engineer and Consulting for 
the USDA Grant Application for the Lake Rutherford Water Line Installation Project 

Mr. Holowach made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-91R authorizing the award of a contract for 
Engineer and Consulting for the USDA Grant Application with Houser Engineering, LLC for the 
Lake Rutherford Water Line Installation Project at a cost not to exceed $12,500.00.  Motion 
seconded by Mr. Poggi. 
 

Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Cleary, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Poggi 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Meyer 
 
Resolution 2017-92R – Authorizing the Borough of Sussex to Execute a Performance 
Agreement with Frank McGovern, Esq., of McGovern and Roseman, P.A. Attorneys at Law 
for Legal Services for the Lake Rutherford Water Line Installation Project 

Mr. Dykstra made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-92R authorizing the Borough of Sussex to 
Execute a Performance Agreement with Frank McGovern, Esq., of McGovern and Roseman, P.A. 
Attorneys at Law for Legal Services for the Lake Rutherford Water Line Installation Project at a 
cost not to exceed $15,000. Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Cleary, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Poggi 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Meyer 
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Resolution 2017-93R – Authorizing the Borough of Sussex to Execute a Performance 
Agreement with Robert H. Beinfield, Esq., of Hawkins Delafield and Wood LLP, Attorneys at 
Law for Bonding Legal Services for the Lake Rutherford Water Line Installation Project 

Mr. Dykstra made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-93R authorizing the Borough of Sussex to 
Execute a Performance Agreement with Robert H. Beinfield, Esq., of Hawkins Delafield and Wood 
LLP, Attorneys at Law for Bonding Legal Services for the Lake Rutherford Water Line Installation 
Project at a cost not to exceed $20,000. Motion seconded by Mr. Holowach. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Cleary, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Poggi 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Meyer 
 
Resolution 2017-94R – Authorizing the Borough of Sussex to Execute a Performance 
Agreement with Thomas Ferry, of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, P.A., Certified Public 
Accountants for Auditing Services for the Lake Rutherford Water Line Installation Project 

Mr. Dykstra made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-94R authorizing the Borough of Sussex to 
Execute a Performance Agreement with Thomas Ferry, of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, P.A., 
Certified Public Accountants for Auditing Services for the Lake Rutherford Water Line Installation 
Project at a cost not to exceed $5,000. Motion seconded by Mr. Poggi. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Cleary, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Poggi 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Meyer 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
  
In accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, Mr. Holowach made a motion 
to adjourn into closed executive session to discuss the Redevelopment Area, contract negotiations 
and attorney client privilege matters. Motion seconded by Mrs. Masson. 
  
All were in favor. 
 
After meeting in closed session, the Governing Body returned to their seats at 9:56 p.m. and Mrs. 
Masson made a motion to adjourn out of closed executive session and to be reconvened into open 
public session. Motion seconded by Mr. Poggi. 
 
All were in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS (cont’d) 

 
Resolution 2017-95R – DPW Laborer & Clean Communities Worker 

 
Mr. Cleary made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-95R approving the hire of Daniel Chayka as a 
seasonal DPW Laborer and Clean Communities Worker for the Borough of Sussex working 
approximately 24 hours per week at a rate of $10.00 to $12.00 per hour for the year 2017. Motion 
seconded by Mr. Dykstra. 
 

Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Cleary, Dykstra, Holowach, Masson, Poggi 
Nays: None    
Abstentions: None 
Absent: Meyer 
 

OPEN PUBLIC SESSION #2 
 
Mrs. Masson made a motion to open the meeting to the public for any questions or comments 
concerning the good and welfare of the Borough. All comments should be directed to the Mayor 
and are limited to a total of 10 minutes for the Council to discuss. Motion seconded by Mr. Cleary. 
 
All were in favor. 
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Ann Cole, 9 Walnut Street and 31 Main Street, Sussex, NJ and  
Kathy Esposito, 39 Bank Street and 49 Main Street, Sussex, NJ 
 
Ms. Cole and Ms. Esposito voiced concerns over the possibility of a drug rehabilitation center 
coming into the Main Street, Sussex area.  
 
The Mayor & Council stated we have received no formal application of any kind. 
 
Ms. Cole and Ms. Esposito asked that the Business Owners Association be kept informed of any 
such developments. 
 
There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. Holowach made 
a motion to close the meeting to the public. Motion seconded by Mr. Dykstra. 
 
All were in favor. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mrs. Masson made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Mr. Poggi.  
 
All were in favor.  
 
_________________                         ________________________ 

Katherine Little, Mayor               Antoinette Smith, Acting Clerk   

 

Date Approved: May 16, 2017 


